Garance Reggae Festival Review 


You have already noticed in my blog ( Garance Reggae Festival Bagnols sur Cèze ) that! ama 
big fan of this event. After 3 years of prohibition, the best french reggae festival took place at the 
end of July in Bagnols sur Cèze. The line up was awesome, the good balance between reggae 
legends and new comers, and between concerts and sound systems. 

The Festival was 4 day long so | will do a day by day report. 


Wednesday July 28th - Rub a Dub Sound Sytem Night: 


If there had been only this party, | would have come from Paris especially for it. King Stur Gav & Jah 
Love Muzik playing rub a dub and digital reggae on the powerfull sono of Original Bass Foundation 
and Blackboard Jungle, two of the most respected sound systems in France. 


i Part of OBF and BJ Sound System 


Brigadier Jerry, Josey Wales & Jah love Muzik 


The Sound System took place in front of the big stage which was not used on this special night. 
Singers, Sound Sytem operators and Dj equipment were in the middle of the people and the 6 big 
wall of sound were all around.| came quiet late in the festival area, so | could hear the last session 
of Blackboard Jungle just before the rub a dub night really starts. It was the good opportunity to get 
used to the high volume. In fact each sound sytem will play on 3 walls at a time. King Stur Gav with 
OBF and Jah Love Muzik with Blackboard Jungle. 

King Sturg was represented by U-Roy (its creator) and Charlie Chaplin, "The Principal", and 
surprising fact, the selector was OBF's selector (I've forgotten his name sorry). During more than a 
short hour, the selector would play wicked Stur Gav dubplates, on many foundation riddims 
(heavenless, solomon, full up...) followed by "The Teacher" version and "The Principal" version. | 
had a great time, U-Roy was inspired as well as Chaplin. Wicked Session !!! 

Then, Jah Love Muzik took the control with Blackboard Jungle's selector at the control tower, 
alongside Brigadier Jerry, Josey Wales, Ras Daniel Ray and Culture Dan. The set was also very good. 
All singers seemed very happy to be here and what a great pleasure to see Josey Wales wih his 
traditional Heinekenon the hand toasting madly on the riddim ! Big up to Ras Daniel Ray, one of the 
foundation DJ from Jamaica who lives now in Paris. | saw him singing couple of times in concert with 


the great Tu Shung Peng band. But it was really nice to hear him toasting and chanting on the 
version in a rub a dub style ! 

Special point also for OBF's selector, U-Roy and Chaplin seem surprised by the quality his mixing 
skills (sirens, effects ...). 

Most of the singers were on top, but Stur Gav session was a little short. Anyway what a great 
introduction to the festival. Most of the singers stayed during the 3 lasting days and you could see 
them in the audience during the rest of the festival. Which is a good proof that reggae veterans are 
humble people. Respect ! 


Thursday July 29th: 


First deception of the festival, Third World will not be here, they finally prefered to tour in the US. 
Sad news, it would habe been the 1st time for me to see them live. Jah Mason was designated to 
replace him, | don't like so much new roots, sad news... 

The Sound system arena was removed from the big stage to a smaller spot which means that the 
same amount of KW will be concentrated in a smaller area, good news ! Blackboard Jungle & OBF 
will be playing during the last three days with other guest sound systems. Each sound would play 
on either Blackboard or OBf sono. 

I've never seen Barrington Levy in concert, that was the only live act | wanted to see today. I've 
spend most of my time on the Dub Station Corner : Blackboard Jungle & OBF played various 
selection from roots reggae to UK stepper. | didn't stop skanking from 10 pm till 3 am except to 
hear a part of Barrington Levy performance : he played most of his hits and the intercom riddim 
lasted for a much too long 20 minutes.He left the stage almost without saying good bye. Strange. 


Blackboard Jungle - MC Oliva 


Friday July 30 th 


Big line up on this Friday evening: | Jahman, John Holt, Raggasonic, Toots and The Maytals & Tarrus 
Riley as concerts and Dub Livity and Stand High Patrol for the Dub Station Corner. | started with a 
nice selection of Dub Livity under the burning sun. Sista Annabelle surprised the audience with her 
beautifull and powerfull voice while the selector played some wicked roots and stepper tunes ! Big 
Session with many positive messages ! Hope to see them soon for a Dub Station in Paris. 

Then | saw the concert of | Jahman from far and | fell asleep during the concert. Although it was a 
really good concert, | was to tirred from the last dances. Same thing for John Holt, first appearance 
in France, | was to tired. He played to much lover tune, and | regret he did not sang more roots or 
rocksteady. Of Course Police in Helicopter, The Tide is High and Ali Baba will stay on my mind. 

In order to regain energy, | went to see Stand High Patrol and Pupa Jim MC. The Dub Station corner 
was overcrowded, so | went to bed (huum, to my tent) early this night to be in better shape for the 
last day. Everybody told me | missed great moments: Raggasonic, Tarrus Riley & Stand High. 


Sista Annabelle and Dub Livity Sound 


Saturday July 31* 


Already the last day of festival. Line up : Bunny Wailer, Jah Cure, Luciano, Big Youth, Lone Ranger & 
Jah Observer. 

Big surprise for those who went early in the festival area : U-Roy, Josey Wales, Brigadier Jerry & 
Charlie Chaplin made a surprise live act on the main stage with Fatta Selector from Soul Stereo 
Sound (Paris). | am really sad | missed it. Anyway | started with a really nice performance of Lone 
Ranger backed by Soul Stereo in the sound system area. Wicked dubplates were played by Fatta, 
followed by classical versions by Lone Ranger inna Studio One Styleeee ! What a great start. 

Then The Mighty Jah Observer Sound Sytem from London started to play. And they had the honnor 
to use both sound system together : 24 scoops playing at the same time. Even for my trained 
hears, the volume was too high. But what a session, a lot of tunes from Yabby You, Johnny Clarke or 
H. Mundell and some rare roots jewels. Some will say they played too easy, I'd say they playd right. 
It was beautifull to hear top roots anthem like Yabby You classcis. | almost felt like crying when they 
played Mundell - jah Fire to finish their session. One of the best dance | had the chance to attend. 
After it, BJ and OBF did the last dub-fi-dub of the festival until 3am : OBF electronic stepper style vs 
Blackboard Jungle roots productions ! What a pleasure to see how french sound system are well 
equiped : both sound systems were on top. Not a surprise that french sound systems like, OBF, BJ 
or Red Lion Sound are sometimes playing alongside the best english sounds at the Academy of Dub 
in London or at the Subdub in Leeds ! 

As you can see, | didn't see a single concert on the last day. | heard Bunny Wailer from far singing 
Bob Marley tunes ... 


Conclusion 

As you can see the musical part of this event was excellent, but the environment and the 
atmosphere are also really special and it contributes to the succes of the festival. 

For example, I'll tell you how was my typical day outside the festival : 

Early wake up because it's already hot at 9am in the tent. After breakfast, 5 minutes walk to a calm 
and small island on the Ceze River. Time to eat either in the city (500 meters) or at the campsite. 
The proximity with the city center is great to buy cheap ingredients to cook your food and buy 
beers or ice. I'd like to thank the welcoming people from Bagnols : no higher prices during the 
festival, reggae was played in every bar, they seemed concerned by this event. 

Then aperitif time at a Terrase in the city center (1,40 € for a Pastis). One more thing, | don't smoke 
weed anymore, but many people could smoke their pot even at the bars, the police seemed to be 
around in case of problems but they were not here to search for problems with reggae people. Rare 
in my country :) 

Then a little dance at the camping sound system, where they played all style of reggae : dancehall, 
roots, stepper ... 

Time for dinner and then let's go to the festival !! After the end of the concerts, some wild sound 
systems played in the official camping site and the wild camping sites. But it was not allowed and 
they were forced to stop. Anyway after a day like that, you need some rest, so | was not unhappy to 
fall asleep without loud sound systems all around. 

The festival organizer had the good idea to let the official camping sound system play to the early 
morning on the last night ! 


The River Céze 


Sound System in the camping 


These 4 days were perfect : good music, all styles of reggae music, good organisation and great 
atmosphere. It is amazing to see so many happy faces during 4 days living together in this 
temporary Reggae Town. 

Can't wait for next Year ! 


